






















































































































naturalized to the state of Minnesota, excluding prohibited exotic species, as defined by Minnesota Statues 
Chapter 840. Native plants do not include weeds. 

C. "Native Plant Landscape Area" means an area where native plants are being or have been planted in a 
designated area. A Native Plant Landscape Area does not include gardens. 

O. "Natural Area" means a natural area is an area that was purposely left to grow in a natural state and can 
maintain itself in a stable condition withoUi human intervention and contains trees, shrubs, and native 
plants, excluding weeds and turfgrass areas that contain more than 500A turfgrass. 

E. "Ornamental Grasses" means grasses that are not indigenous to the state of Minnesota that are intended to 
add beauty to a garden. Ornamental grasses do not include turfgrasses or weeds. 

F. "Turf grass" means commercially available cultured turfgrass varieties, including bluegrass, fescue and 
ryegrass blends, commonly used in regularly cut lawn areas. 

G. "Weeds" are (i) noxious weeds as defined and designated pursuant to the "MiM esota noxious weed law", 
Minnesota Statutes, Sections 18.76-18.88, as amended fro m time to rime, or (ii) any volunteer plants, such 
as but not limited to garlic mustard (Alliaria peliolata), spotted knapweed (Centimea macu!osa), or burdock 
(Arctium ID!nYi). For the purposes of this defmition, weeds do not include dandelions or clover. The City 
Weed Inspector shall maintain a current list of volunteer plants that are prohibited. 

Subd. Z. An owner or occupant of any lot or parcel of land in the City. other than land in the rural district, or agent 
of any such owner or occupant, shall not allow any herbaceous vegetation growing upon such lot or parcel of land or 
growing upon City right-of-way which abuts the lot or parcel of land, including the area between any sidewalk or 
trail and the curb of the street to grow to a height greater than ten (10) inches or to allow such vegetation to go to 
seed. 

Subd. 3. The provisions of Subd. 2 shall not apply on private property: 

A. To vegetation that is located: 

I. On slopes equal to or steeper than three fee t horizontal to one foot vertical (3 : 1); 

2. In Natural Areas; 

3. Within fifty feet of a Natural Area; 

4. In a scenic or conservation easement; 

5. In a garden; 

6. In City park lands; 

7. In a floodplain area designated on the official zoning map; or 

8. Within a drainage pond or ditch which stores or conveys stonnwater. 

B. To Native Plant Landscape Areas provided that: 

I . They are set back not less than twenty feet from the front lot line. For the purposes of this 
ordinance, comer lots shall be deemed to have two front yards; 
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2. They are set back not less than five feet from the side and/or rear lot lines 10 provide a transition 
zone. No set back is required on the side or rear 101 lines if (1) there is a fully opaque fence at least 
five feel in heighl installed between the native plants and the side or rear lot lines or (2) the nalive 
plants abut a neighboring Native Plant Landscape Area; 

3. The Native Planl Landscape Area is cut at least once annually between April 1 S and July 1 S to a 
height no greater than ten (10) inches; 

4. Turfgrass is eliminated and the native plants, trees and shrubs are planted through transplanting or 
seed by human or mechanical means. Soil erosion should be controlled while the ground is bare of 
plant growth thai is sufficient to inhibit erosion and is the sole responsibility of the owner or 
occupant; 

5. Written authorization from the City Manager or hislher designee is obtained for work within 
conservation or scenic easement areas, including planting, mowing or cutting. 

Subd. 4. The setback area required by Subd. 3 of this Section shall be composed of regularly mowed turfgrass, 
garden beds, trees, shrubs, mulch, wood cmps, rock and/or gravel. 

Subd. 5. The Native Plant Landscape Area, Garden or Natural Area shall not obscure, block or impede visual sight 
lines; regulatory, warning or street identification signs; or street light illumination required to ensure the safe and 
efficient circulation of vehicles and pedestrians on streets, intersections, trail, pathways and sidewalks. 

Subd. 6. The City may require the owner or occupant who has planted. or has allowed to be planted, native plants or 
other vegetation within a drainage or utility easement or a right·of·way of a City street to remove the native plants or 
other vegetation from the right..of.way or drainage and utility easement at no expense to the City. The City will not 
be responsible for damage to turfgrass and/or any landscaped areas resulting from public works improvements or 
snow removal activities within rights-of-ways or drainage and utility easements. 

Subd. 7. Notice. 

A. Notice. Once a failure to comply with the height. setback, maintenance, weed, and annual cutting requirements 
as required by this Section is identified, notice of such failure shall be given by the City to the affC(;ted property 
owner. The notice shall state and describe the property affected; order and allow seven (7) days for the property 
owner to cause such vegetation to be cut, removed and/or treated for weeds; that if such vegetation is not cut. 
removed and/or treated for weeds the City as a remedial action will cause such vegetation to be cut, removed 
and/or treated for weeds; that all costs thereof will be billed to the property owner payable within thirty (30) 
days; thai ifpayment is not received within thirty (30) days. the costs will be assessed against the property from 
which such vegetation has been removed pursuant to and in accordance with Minn. Stat § 429.101 or any 
similar provision hereinafter enacted; inform the property owner of the right to a hearing before the Council to 
appeal the notice in accordance with Subd. (C); and infonn the property owner that upon filing of a timely 
appeal the time to comply with the notice is stayed pending a decision by the Council on the appeal. The notice 
shall be served in the same manner as set forth in Section 9.70. Subd. 6 (E). 

Source: Ordinance No. 16-2008 
Effective Date: 6·26-2008 

B. Assessment In all cases in wmch vegetation is cut, removed and/or treated for weeds or caused to be by the 
City. the costs, if not paid by the owner as provided herein, shall be assessed against the property from which 
such vegetation is cut, removed and/or treated for weeds pursuant to and in accordance with Minnesota Statutes 
Section 429.101 or any similar provision hereafter enacted. Such assessments shall be paid with interest, in 
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installments, and within a period not to exceed one (I) year fonn the date of assessment. The City will not be 
responsible for damage to turfgrass andlor any landscaped areas resulting from enforcement of this ordinance. 

Source: Ordinance No. 29-2002 
Effective Date: 11-21-02 

C. The person served with the notice set forth in Section 9.71, Subd. 7 (A) is entitled to a full hearing before the 
Council to appeal the notice upon serving a written request therefore upon the City Clerk prior to expiration of 
the date by which the vegetation is to be cut, removed andlor treated for weeds as set forth in the notice. At 
such hearing the person may present any evidence he deems pertinent to the appeal, but the City shall not be 
required to keep a verbatim record of the proceedings. The Mayor, or other officer presiding at the hearing, 
may, in the interest of justice or to comply with time requirements and on his own motion or the motion of the 
party appealing, the City Manager, or a member of the Council, adjourn the hearing to a more convenient time 
or place; but such time or place shall be fixed and determined before adjownment so as to avoid the necessity 
for fonnal notice of reconvening. The Council may affirm, amend or reverse the all or any portion of the notice 
and shall set a new deadline for compliance if the order that the vegetation be cut, removed andlor treated for 
weeds is affinned. 

SECTION 9.12. EMERGENCY SECURING OF BUILDINGS. 

Source: Ordinance No. 16-2008 
Effective Date: 6·24·2008 

Subd. 1. 'Secure' may include, but is not limited to, installing locks, repairing windows and doors, boarding windows 
and doors, posting 'no-trespassing signs', installing exterior lighting or motion-<ietecting lights, fencing the property, 
installing a monitored alarm or other security system 

Subd. 2. Upon a determination by the City's building official that a building presents an immediate danger to the health 
and safety of persons in the City such that the emergency securing of the building is appropriate to eliminate or reduce 
the inunediate danger the City may secure the building as authorized by Minnesota Statutes, 1994, Section 463,251, 
Subd. 4 and this Section. 

(Sections 9.73 through 9.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

SECTION 9.99. VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR. 

Source: Ordinance No. 32-96 
Effective Date: 8-30-96 

Every person violates a section, subdivision, paragraph or provision of this Chapter when he performs an act thereby 
prohibited or declared unlawful or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, or performs 
an act prohibited or declared unlawful or fails to act when such failure is prohibited or declared unlawful by a Code 
adopted by reference by this Chapter. and upon conviction thereof shall be punisbed as for a misdemeanor except as 
otherwise stated in specific provisions hereof. 
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Source: City Code 
Effective Date: 9-17·82 


