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DATA SECURITY—DISPOSAL EVENT 

Renovodata Services will provide a one-day event on Saturday, November 14th to 

collect and safely dispose of electronic devices which hold private data. The types 

of items collected are limited. They will only collect the following: 

Computers (including its monitor, keyboard and/or mouse) - $10 

Printers or additional monitors - $10 

Laptops - $10 

Computer hard drives (shredded on site if removed from the case) - $10 

Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs) or cell phones - no charge 

Flash drives - no charge 

For more information, please go to the Cityôs Recycling & Solid Waste Web page 

at edenprairie.org or to Renovodataôs web site at renovods.com. Electronic 

collection events can be popular, so there may be a wait during the event. 

Location: Education Center, 8040 Mitchell Road  

 (enter off of Technology Drive, west of Mitchell Road 

Hours: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

2010 REBATE PROGRAM CHANGES 

Starting in 2010 the water conservation rebate programs will be revised to meet new 

guidelines issued by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). WaterSense is a 

program that makes it easy to save water. By using WaterSense labeled products, you 

can expect quality and performance as well as savings on your water bills. WaterSense 

products are tested by an independent laboratory for both quality and efficiency.  

Faucets—Select a WaterSense faucet to reduce the flow of water through your faucet 

by 30 percent. Replacing one faucet in your home could save approximately 500 gallons 

of water per year for an average family. The rebate amount will be up to $25 per faucet. 

ToiletsðWaterSense toilets use 20 percent less water than the current federal standard, 

yet still provide equal or greater performance. By replacing an older toilet (pre-1993) 

you can save 4,000 gallons of water per year. Most toilets are sold in two pieces (tank 

and bowl), in order to qualify for the rebate both pieces must be WaterSense labeled. 

The rebate will be up to $50 per toilet. 

Washing MachinesðThe average American family washes almost 400 loads of 

laundry each year. You can cut water costs by more than half just by replacing a washer 

that is more than 10 years old with one that has the ENERGY STAR label. Over the life 

of the washer, you could fill three backyard swimming pools! The rebate will be up to 

$100 per washing machine. 

As more products are tested and certified you will find more opportunities to conserve 

water and energy. FUNDS ARE LIMITED and available on a first-come, first-served 

basis. The rebate amount cannot exceed the cost of the fixture. For more information on 

these programs and to find qualifying models, please visit the following web sites. 

energystar.gov  

epa.gov/watersense 
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NEW LAW—YARD & ORGANIC WASTE COLLECTION 

Starting Jan. 1, 2010 requirements for bagging yard and leaf waste, organics or other 

compostable materials will change. Conventional plastic bags will no longer be 

accepted for disposal of yard waste or other organics. Your yard waste hauler will no 

longer pick up yard waste if it is placed in a plastic bag. 

The use of compostable bags for yard waste collection and disposal will help clean 

out plastic from yard waste, resulting in better quality compost and a lower cost for 

composters as plastic will no longer need to be screened out. By removing plastic, 

haulers will also save money as compost sites typically charge fees for yard waste 

that has plastic in it.  

What can be used? Rolling carts, Kraft paper bags (they look like large brown paper 

bags) and compostable plastic bags are all acceptable. Compostable bags are typically 

clear or have a green-tinted opaque color. Many home improvement, grocery and 

hardware stores now carry them, and more will in the future as the need grows. Be 

careful, some bags labeled as ñbiodegradableò may not be compostable. Look for 

bags that are certified as compostable under the ASTM D6400 standard. Compostable 

bags are made of plant materials (such as corn) and not petroleum-based products. 

For information on compostable products, check out the following web sites: 

rethinkrecycling.com/residents/throw-buy/materials-name/yard-waste 

bpiworld.org (Biodegradable Products Institute) 

ROUND LAKE WATER QUALITY PROJECT 

The City and the Riley Purgatory Bluff Creek Watershed District (District) are working 

together to maintain and improve water quality within Round Lake. A water clarity goal 

was set. Clarity is a measure of how far down into the water we can see a black and white 

secchi disc. The goal for Round Lake is an average of 4.3 feet over the summer. In 2007 

the average clarity was 6.8 feet and in 2008 it was 7.2 feet, which is better than the goal. In 

2008 the clarity ranged from 14 feet in May to 3 feet in July.  

What causes the decrease in clarity? ñEutrophicationò is the process where a lake sees an 

increase in nutrients (mostly phosphorus) as a result of activities in the watershed of the 

lake. Fertilizers, pet waste, leaves and grass all have phosphorus. This increase results in 

more algae growth, loss of dissolved oxygen in the lake and decreased water clarity. 

What will I see? This winter the District will be cleaning out or expanding three ponds 

west of Round Lake, two of which are in Round Lake Park. These ponds all receive and 

treat stormwater before it flows into the lake. By cleaning or enlarging these ponds they 

will do a better job of capturing and treating pollutants before they enter the lake.  

The City has been working with Blue Water Science to treat additional stormwater ponds 

with barley straw. The straw is pelletized and stuffed into large mesh bags that are 

anchored into the ponds. The barley provides carbon to microorganisms within the lake and 

ties up phosphorus so that nuisance species such as algae have less to eat. Blue Water 

Science is also conducting some fish removal within these ponds. Too many fish can keep 

the nutrients suspended so that the barley and the pond itself is not as effective.  

What can I do? By working together, we can reduce polluted runoff from our yards and 

neighborhoods by following these simple steps. 

Pick up after your pet. 

Use fertilizers and pesticides sparingly, make sure the fertilizer is zero-phosphorus. 

Wash your car on the lawn or at a car wash where the water is recycled. 

Donôt rake grass, leaves, sand or grit into the gutter, street or ditch. 

Add landscaping around, or donôt mow to the edge, of your lake or pond. 
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